
 

The second day of the conference opened with papers 
dealing with issues about automotive museums and cura-
torship. Andrew Grant considered the often contentious 
issue of originality versus restoration as applied to mu-
seum automobile exhibits. Mark Thomson discussed the 
interactive conundrum of the National Motor Museum’s 
Bush Mechanics exhibit and how the issues of providing 
authentic and meaningful visitor experiences were solved. 
Michelle Toft, a curator of the National Motor Museum, 
further explored how motor museums need to adapt to 
public expectations and become relevant to future audi-
ences.

Matthew Lambert detailed his research into the Victorian 
registration engine number records for Hillman Hunter 
cars with the objective of determining how many were 
sold between the 1940s and 1972. Michelangelo Bolog-
nese provided a history of the ill-fated Lightburn Zeta 
micro car produced in South Australia.

Daryl Meek continued his theme from last year’s confer-
ence by revealing how a vehicle’s history can be traced 
through photographs and the internet. Harriet Edquist 
also continued exploring Repco’s contribution to Austra-
lia’s automotive industry with a focus on the company’s 
now forgotten legacy in research and innovation. The final 
paper by Simon Lockrey analysed the changes required 
of industrial design roles in the shadow of the closure of 
Australia’s major automobile manufacturing companies.

In addition to the papers listed above, Phillip Guilfoyle, 
at the conference dinner, provided details of 3D printed 
moulds and how a 1914 Delage S Type racing car engine 
was recreated to 1914 specification.

AHA Adelaide Conference Success
The second annual Automotive Historians Australia confer-
ence, held at the University of Adelaide on 22-24 October 
and hosted by the university and the National Motor Mu-
seum, witnessed the presentation of 14 papers. The papers 
are available on the AHA website.

Three papers appropriately dealt with Holden’s past. Mat-
thew Lombard reviewed the South Australian manufactur-
ing effort on war time munitions, particularly their re-
sponse to the known limitations of capacity and distance. 
Don Loffler argued that Sir Laurence Hartnett in many 
ways was modest in respect to his workforce dealings, his 
energy and his output. Norm Darwin put a view that the 
accepted history of GM-H is flawed because it does not 
correctly identify the beginning of Holden’s body building 
enterprise nor recognise the local design contribution in 
the first Holden.

Justin Chadwick explored the little known preferential 
system of trade and its impact on Australian body build-
ing, while Canadian automotive historian, Louis Fourie, 
provided an evolution of North American manufacturing 
engineering as applied to the automotive industry. A paper 
by Allison Russell and Pauline Cockrill outlined the success 
of using historic vehicles (Morris cars) to trigger memories 
in aged care residences.

Conference members saw one of the last Holdens come 
together at Elizabeth during a plant visit. Image S Lockrey
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The Bookshelf
AHA members are involved in the publication of several publica-
tions. The following is a guide.

Breaking new ground in Australian 
automotive history generally and 
Holden specifically. Norm Dar-
win’s Early Australian automo-
tive design 1895-1953 – The 
first fifty years tells the story of 
Australia’s designers and their de-
signs. Based on doctoral research 
undertaken at RMIT University the 
history reveals many previously 

unknown Australian cars, their designers as well as corrects many 
myths, omissions and errors. Australia’s body building industry is 
explored as well as the design of Holden’s first car.

The book was launched in Ballarat on the 11th February with a 
number of AHA members and prominent designers in attendance. 
Holden’s Chief Designer, Richard Ferlazzo, launched the history at 
the local Holden club rooms.

Available from the publisher: www.handpub.com.au for $59.95 in 
hard cover with a dust jacket the work runs to 350 pages in a large 
format with full colour.

Crayon to CAD - A History of Post War Automotive Design in 
Australia is written by leading Australian designer, Paul Beranger. 

Beranger started his career with 
GM-H Styling Department and was 
chief designer at Nissan Australia.

Whilst many books have been 
written about Australia’s motor 
industry and cars, Crayon to CAD 
provides a unique insight from an 
insider’s perspective, for the first 

time opening the security doors of Australia’s automotive design 
studios, where iconic Australian vehicles have been created over the 
past eight decades. Pre-publishing copies available at http://www.
c2cpublishing.com.au  CD to Crayon will be launched on March 8th.

One of the biggest publication by far is The Holden Archives Col-
lection – The Holden Company. Published by Icon this 400 plus 
page book comes with fold out photographic pages, a collection of 
reproduction Holden sales literature, letters and recreated Holden 
badges.

Commissioned by Holden to commemorate the end of manufacture 
and provided to each Elizabeth employee a limited number of books 
in a special box was made available to the public at $295. Several 
authors wrote the various chapters and provided information, these 
included AHA members Norm Darwin, Don Loffler and Neil Pogson.

Available online from the publisher: holden.iconseries.co

Australian chief designers, Richard Ferlazzo, Phil Zmood, Leo Pruneau and Paul 
Beranger with author, Norm Darwin (in red shirt).

Above: Leo Pruneau and Paul Beranger  with author, Norm Darwin. On right: Rich-
ard Ferlazzo launching the Early Australian Automotive design book.

From overseas, and announced in October 2017, is the Louis 
Fourie’s three Volume set of GM Overseas operations. Titled On 
a Global Mission the publication covers Holden, Opel, Vauxhall, 
Daewoo, Saab and Lotus.

Fourie is the recently elected President of The Society of Automo-
tive Historians. Each volume can be purchased separately at around 
US$50 through:  http://autohistory.org/authors/author-fourie

AHA JOURNAL ANNOUNCED
The call for papers has been announced for the 1st Journal of 
Automotive Historians Australia (JAHA)! 

Journal of Automotive Historians Australia is the refereed jour-
nal of Automotive Historians Australia Inc. which was estab-
lished in Melbourne in 2015. The Journal is devoted to schol-
arly publication in the field of automotive history not only in 
Australia and its region but also internationally. One need not 
be a member of AHA to publish in its journal but it is antici-
pated that the Journal’s contents will reflect the wide interests 
of AHA’s diverse membership. Publication will be online.

From the beginning of automobile manufacture in the late 
nineteenth century women have been behind the wheel. They 
embraced the new technologies afforded by the motorcar as 
drivers, mechanics and consumers and made it their own. In 
Melbourne after World War I Alice Anderson established her 
own garage staffed by women, Joan Richmond became Austra-
lia’s first professional racing driver while in Scotland Dorothee 
Pullinger made the Galloway car for women. Motorised ve-
hicles mobilised house-bound women in the suburbs and rural 
areas affording them a wider engagement in the world, and 
the world changed to accommodate the automobile and the 
newly enfranchised consumer. Car companies began to target 
women in their advertising and women determined the choice 
of family car. While there is a growing body of research in 
this field of women’s history and gender studies less research 
has been published on women’s participation in the automo-
tive workforce, on the factory floor, in the trim section or as 
designers and engineers.

CALL FOR PAPERS
Click below to download the call for papers for ‘Women and 
the automotive industry’ for JAHA: 

 DOWNLOAD HERE

AHA WEBSITE- recent additions

Conference proceedings can be viewed via the website 
by visiting http://www.autohistoriansaustralia.org/confer-
ence-2017/

The NEWS feed contains interesting items from Australia’s 
automotive sphere. For instance our Secretary, Tony Lupton 
shared the microphone with Jon Faine and the author of The 
extraordinary life of Josef Ganz the Jewish engineer behind 
Hitler’s Volkswagen, Paul Schilperoord.

Link to the broadcast will be found here The Conversation 
Hour: Who really designed the VW Beetle?
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LOST & FOUND

During recent renovations, Ballarat resident, Julia Meek, 
discovered the following little gem from the Herald dated, 
20 January 1937, under old linoleum. Whilst promoting the 
use of Solvol, a product from the aptly named Kitchen and 
Sons, the advertisement cleverly references the motorist, 
in particular the gentleman sports car owner. Whilst the 
type of car is not referred too, I would suggest it is clearly 
an Australian built, Austin 7 special known as the Meteor. 

During the production run of the Austin 7 between 1922 
and 1939, Australia built a number of uniquely bodied 
special sports models. The first was the Ace, built by New 
South Wales Motors in 1924. The Wasp was built by the 
Melbourne Motor Body Company in 1927 and William 
Green of Sydney in 1929. The Comet was another Austra-
lian-bodied sports model, also built in Sydney between 
1933 and 1934.

The Meteor sports model was produced by several coach-
builders from 1928 to 1932, beginning with Robinson & 
Company of Sydney. Others produced limited numbers of 
Meteor variations including James Flood of Melbourne and 
Jack Lonzar of Adelaide. 

Daryl Meek - Goldfields Car Club newsletter

READ

IT 

NOW

Norm Darwin

As we have come the end of large scale auto manufac-
turing questions about the Australian motor industry 
archive’s future is being thrust into the limelight. The 
big three, Ford, Toyota and Holden have all amassed 
historically important material. What’s to become 
of it? Before exploring the last of the manufactur-
ers to close we must also consider Chrysler, Nissan, 
VW and Leyland. All have historical material stored 
somewhere, some is located in the Australian National 
Archives, some in small museums and some in private 
hands. Will this be the fate of Ford, Toyota and Hold-
en? Already material from Ford and Holden is spread 
across three states. Known deposits are listed. 

Ford Australia made an attempt to ship their archive 
to the US in 2016, this was opposed and has now 
stalled, we await the outcome. Toyota are actively col-
lating the material relating to Toyota’s growth in Aus-
tralia with the view of preserving it, where and how is 
unknown. 

Holden embarked on a collection of all historical 
material through 2016, identifying, cataloguing and 
boxing items at Fishermans Bend and Elizabeth. It is 
suggested the material be scanned and put online for 
future research. The preservation is another issue yet 
to be resolved.

GM-H Technical Centre

Automotive Industry Archives AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR’S LIST
A list of authors and publications, written by Australians, 
has been collated by three AHA members and made avail-
able as a PDF. The list will not be complete and we hope 
members will advise additional entries as they are discov-
ered.

It is hoped in the future to make the list searchable by 
author and topic. Bill Tuckey tops the authors list with 19 
entries. There are 490 entries and the oldest are Edward 
Holmes, The Pioneer Motor Car trip of Australia and Fran-
cis Birtles, Across Australia in a Ford, published in 1900 
and 1913 respectively.  DOWNLOAD HERE

Jenny Fawbert 
The recent US announcement that GM will donate $5 
million to the Henry Ford Museum raises the question 
whether there could be a central automotive archive 
for the Australian motor companies.
What chances GMH/Ford Australia/Toyota and 
Mitsubishi Australia cooperating on an Australian 
automotive heritage centre? Next to none I bet; un-
fortunately, I suspect they will, as they depart, all 
undertake minimal efforts at preserving their automo-
tive heritage or worse, do nothing at all. I note press 
reports that Holden have a heritage centre planned for 
some part of the Elizabeth plant – I predict this sadly 
will not have much longevity as the population is too 
small in Australia to support such a venture in the 
long term.
Together they could pool resources, staff etc and make 
a viable Australian automotive heritage centre, in-
dividually I don’t think they have the pockets or the 
genuine interest in doing so. Pessimistic but those are 
my thoughts.

Harriet Edquist
The RMIT Design Archives at RMIT University has 
representative collections of material relating to all as-
pects of Victorian design, including automotive design. 
In the recent special issue of the RMIT Design Ar-
chives Journal celebrating 10 years of operation, Paul 
Beranger, Norm Darwin and Harriet Edquist selected 
items from the Chris Emmerson, Phillip Zmood and 
Repco collections to illustrate our rich legacy of local 
automotive design. 

Discovered during Holden’s company archive collec-
tion at Fishermans Bend were several architectural 
drawings of the proposed GM-H Technical Centre. 
This is a view from the North of the entrance. Techni-
cal centre was opened on 10 June 1964 by Rt Hon 
Harold Holt and cost 3 million pounds.

Images can be found at the Holden Retiree web site 

http://www.hrc.org.au/memories/photographs

Mailbag

I collect vintage motorcycles and cars and have a particular 
passion for a 1923 Invincible Jap Motorcycle I am slowly 
restoring. The Invincible Jap has been well documented 
by several authors and is a well known Melbourne made 
motorcycle made by Turner Brothers of Melbourne.

I recently had cause to do some work at a venue at the rear 
end of Heap Lane that runs parallel to Elizabeth Street. I 
looked up at the wall and could not believe my eyes as 
there was the original Turner Bros sign painted on the rear 
of their Elizabeth Street address.

The sign is still very clear and strong although someone has 
very recently run conduit through it.

I am amazed it has survived and very keen to see it pre-
served for the foreseeable future in some way, as it is an 
important part of Australia’s motorcycle manufacturing 
history.

Bill Coleby
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Motoring Cartoons

Most motoring journals have produced cartoons, early 
examples are provided from Motoritis, published in the UK 
in 1906 as a promotion for Perrier water. Drawn by Charles 
Crombie, each of the 12 published colour plates parodied 
various aspects of the Motor Car Act of 1903 (which also 
introduced mandatory registration in the UK).

In an odd coincidence, the 2016 journal of the Society of 
Automotive Historians in Britain, Aspects of Motoring His-
tory, featured an article by John Harrison about the publica-
tion and its history.  

Charles Edward Crombie (1885-1967), commercial artist, 
illustrator and cartoonist, is best known for his sporting 
cartoons drawn for Perrier. Three different series were pro-
duced, golf, cricket and motoring, all of which were to ap-
pear at varying times printed as Valentine’s comic postcards. 
Some of his golfing cartoons were printed on Royal Doulton 
pottery using transfers. Daryl Meek

Daryl’s contribution prompted a look at some of Australia’s 
motoring cartoons, in the 1950s and 1960s, mostly aimed at 
the lady driver, something that today would be unaccept-
able. Earlier, in the 1930s they were political. 

Norm Darwin

Left & below. From The 
Australian Motorist Nov 
1921 on the occasion of 
the RAC trial rules

Right. From The Australian Motorist 1931, needs no com-
ment.

Right. Modern 
Motor Dec 1960

Below. Wheels  
Sept 1963


