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9.00–9.30 
Registration 
Venue: RMIT Design Hub. Building 100 Level 1. 
Corner Victoria and Swanston streets, Melbourne.

9.30–9.45 
Conference opening and welcome 

9.45–11.15 
Session 1: 
Chair: Tony Lupton

1. Andrew Moore: 
‘Englishness and Australian motor racing- the  
case of Warwick Farm’

2 Larry O’Toole: 
‘Why is Castlemaine the Hot Rod Centre of the 
Universe?’

3. David Mackenzie: 
‘Rallypedia - Rally people, their stories and their cars’ 

11.15–11.45 
Morning tea

11.45–1.15 
Session 2: 
Chair: Helen Stitt

4. Ted and Jill Powell: 
‘Going for a song’

5. Rhonda Hamilton: 
‘A good deal more for a good deal less’ 

6. Jenny Fawbert: 
‘Only venturesome drivers are prepared to take 
valuable cars over wretched tracks – the 1905  
Dunlop Motor Reliability Contests’.

1.15–2.30 
Lunch 
Viewing at RMIT Design Archives of automotive 
archives exhibition curated by Media and 
Communication Masters students in response  
to the theme of the conference

2.30–4.00 
Session 3: 
Chair: Daryl Meek

7. Kaja Antlej, Manca Ogrizek, Steven Cooke, 
Meghan Kelly, Russell Kennedy, Ben Horan  
‘A Ford ute: digital representation of Geelong’s  
icon to empower local community’

8. Norm Darwin:  
‘Hartnett’s Car – Passion or Folly?’

9. Nathan Pharoh:  
The future of function – conservation of the working 
vehicle collection at the national museum of Australia 

4.00–4.30 
Afternoon tea

4.30–5.30 
Keynote Address
Chair: Harriet Edquist

Don Capps: ‘The 1934 Eifel Race, Neubauer’s 
Dilemma & the “Birth of the Silver Arrows”:  
A Consideration of Alternative Facts and Motor  
Sport History’.

5.30–6.30 
Drinks 
RMIT Design Archives

7.00–
Conference Dinner    
Jimmy Watson’s
333 Lygon Street Carlton 3053

PROGRAMME
DAY ONE: 
FRIDAY 18 OCTOBER
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10.00–12.00 
Tour of the automotive heritage of  
Fisherman’s Bend with Norm Darwin 

12.15–1.30 
Lunch including AGM

1.30–3.00
Session 4: 
Chair: Simon Lockrey

10. Fiona Lane:  
‘Dolly and the Sovereign’

11. Jenny Fawbert:  
‘On being a vintage car driver,  
and a woman!’

12. Jack Quinn & Michelle Mantsio:  
‘She dared to drive: four iconic female  
drivers past to present’

3.00–3.30 
Afternoon tea

3.30–5.30 
Session 5: 
Chair: Norm Darwin

13. Tony Lupton panel discussion with Colin Russell

14. Daryl Meek:  
‘Oiling the Wheels 3: Helping RACV members  
research historic vehicles’

15. David Burrell & John Field:  
‘Design to Driveway’

16. Mark Bissett:
‘Brabham engines’

Closing drinks 
RMIT Design Archives

PROGRAMME
DAY TWO: 
SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER
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Abstract
Beginning in the early 1960s, following the publication 
of a collection of memories and tales by Alfred 
Neubauer, the former manager of the Mercedes-Benz 
racing team both prior to and after the war, the origins 
of the Silver Arrows, as the German racing cars of the 
1930s came to be known, took on a new twist. The 
tale spun by Neubauer stated that the reason for the 
change from white to silver for the Mercedes-Benz 
racing cars was due to the need to remove the paint 
from the cars at the June 1934 Eifelrennen to meet  
the maximum weight limit of 750 kgs for the cars.  
This tale was widely-accepted and repeated for 
years, until several scholars challenged it. Despite a 
sympoisum held by then Daimler-Chrysler in 2007 to 
discuss the topic, along with material from their own 
archives that raise questions regarding it, Mercedes 
still clings to the Neubauer tale. In this presentation, 
archival material from the Daimler-Benz archives and 
research material from other sources will be presented 
in a discussion of the claim by Neubauer for the origin 
of the Silver Arrows.

Bio
H. Donald Capps is the president of the Society of 
Automotive Historians (SAH), after previously serving 
a member of its Board of Directors for several terms. 
He holds graduate degrees from the University of 
South Carolina, George Mason University, and the U.S. 
Army Command and General Staff College. He served 
in the U.S. Army for 33 years, retiring as colonel. His 
military career began as a draftee and then serving in 
the Viet-Nam War as a noncommissioned officer as a 
member of Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol, Ranger, 
and Special Forces units. He is an original member of 
the 75th Ranger Regiment when it was formed in Viet-
Nam and a life member of the regimental organization 
and the Ranger Association. He is a qualified Infantry, 
Field Artillery, and Armor officer as well as serving in 
Aviation units. He served as the commander of the 
U.S. Army Training and Training Technology Battle 
Laboratory as well as being deputy program manger of 

the Simulations in Training for Advanced Readiness 
(SIMITAR) program at the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). He served on the 
General Staff of the Army, the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense, and the Joint Staff at the Pentagon. He 
has been an assistant professor at The Citadel, the 
Military College of South Carolina and a professor 
on the faculty of the Department of Defense Model 
& Simulation University. After retirement, he served 
in a number of positions in the Department of 
Defense, to include being deployed to Southwest 
Asia for over 3 1/2 years, with his last position being 
as the Chief of the Technical Integration Team, 
which was composed of former Special Operations 
personnel (Rangers, Special Forces, SEALS), at the 
Joint Improvised Explosive Devices Defeat Agency 
(JIEDDO) in Washington, DC. 

He is the co-founder and chair of the Michael R. 
Argetsinger Symposium for International Motor 
Racing History, held at the International Motor Racing 
Research Center in Watkins Glen, New York, where 
he is also a member of its Council of Historians. He 
is also an organizer and co-chair of the International 
Drive History Conference held in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, with the Historical Vehicle Association. 
He is the founder of the internet forum, The 
Nostalgia Forum, on the Autosport web site, which is 
now 20 years old. His primary interest in automotive 
history is the culture and  history of motor sport, 
with particular interests in the first quarter century 
of automotive contests in the United States, the 
role of mythology and folklore in motor sport, and 
the need for more scholarship in the study of motor 
sport history. His interest in motor sport began while 
growing up in Europe, attending many motor races 
and meeting drivers such as Alberto Ascari, Stirling 
Moss, Bruce McLaren, and Jack Brabham and then 
later Jim Clark, Richard Petty, Fred Lorenzen, Jim 
Hall, and David Pearson. 

KEYNOTE

Don Capps: 
‘The 1934 Eifel Race – Neubauer’s Dilemma (Das Eifelrennen 1934 –  
Neubauers Dilemma) & the “Birth of the Silver Arrows”:  
A Consideration of Alternative Facts and Motor Sport History’.
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Abstract
Englishness occupies a curious dynamic in Australian 
sporting culture. From the nation’s colonial origins, 
imperial patriotism was the taproot of Australian 
conservatism and a sense of enthusiasm for all things 
English infused many aspects of Australian culture, 
including sport and motoring. Yet this was not 
uncontested. For all that Englishness was admired 
and emulated, it was also resisted and even resented, 
particularly in the sporting arena whereby beating the 
Poms at cricket became the raison d’etre of that sport.

When in 1959 an archetypal Englishman, one Geoffrey 
Sykes, assistant secretary of the British Automobile 
Racing Club, arrived in Australia to establish a motor 
racing track in the western Sydney suburb of Warwick 
Farm he experienced both sides of that dynamic. 
Within the BARC, Sykes’ primary responsibility had lain 
with the establishment and development of the motor 
racing circuit at Aintree, near Liverpool, on the site of 
an existing horse racing facility. Warwick Farm- with 
Sykes at the helm - drew heavily on Aintree. Both were 
motor racing tracks that needed to accommodate their 
primary purpose- horse racing. Both benefited from 
the extensive infrastructure already built- grandstands, 
food kiosks, latrines, parking facilities with extensive 
paddocks and lavish lawns. By Australian standards in 
1960 Warwick Farm’s facilities were ground breaking. 
As Doug Nye enthused, the venue’s ‘unbelievably 
lush grass, overhanging gum trees and scenic lakes 
creat(ed) a kind of exotic down-under Aintree’.  

The Farm and the Englishman who ran it- Australia’s 
‘Mr Motor Racing’- inspired genuine affection and 
admiration in Australian motor racing circles. According 
to Brian Hanrahan of the Age in 1967, Sykes was 
‘the most influential, organised and successful race 
promoter in the country’. On balance it is surprising, 
in a sport with many rough edges, how well accepted 
and respected a well-spoken Englishman was, rather 
than cast as a ‘Pommie interloper’ or even ‘Pommie 
bastard’. On the other hand, amidst the mosaic of 

factors that caused the closure of the Warwick Farm 
motor racing track in 1973, examined in this paper, 
it is possible that the national origins of the AARC’s 
general secretary played a part.

Bio
Dr Andrew Moore is an adjunct associate professor 
at Western Sydney University where he taught 
Australian history for 30 years. He is the author of six 
books, most recently Aintree Down Under. Warwick 
Farm and the Golden Age of Australian Motor Sport 
(Walla Walla, Petersham, 2017) as well as entries on 
motoring luminaries for the Australian Dictionary 
of Biography. He is a member of the Renault Car 
Club of Australia and the Matra D’Jet Club of 
France. Since retiring from teaching in 2013 he has 
been involved with the Australian Motor Heritage 
Foundation and unsuccessfully restarting his budding 
motor racing career with a beautifully restored but as 
yet unreliable Renault R8 RA 1135 Gordini.

PAPERS

1. Andrew Moore: 
‘Englishness and Australian motor racing- the case of Warwick Farm’
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Abstract
For almost 40 years, signs at the entries to Castlemaine 
have proclaimed the small regional city to be the 
“Street Rod Centre of Australia”. What’s behind the 
claim? How did it come about?

That’s the subject of a paper by Castlemaine based 
publisher, Larry O’Toole for the Auto Historians 
Association Conference in Melbourne.

For a long time there has been specialist automotive 
activity based around this central Victorian town that 
was established in the days of the gold rush in the 
1850s. Incredible as it might seem, that automotive 
activity has its roots in those gold rush days when 
two brothers struck it rich and set up an engineering 
works. Larry will explain the connections, describe the 
sequence of events that resulted in the concentration 
of enthusiasts in the area and tell us where it is all 
headed in the future.

Bio
The first car Larry O’Toole owned was a Model 
A Ford based hot rod that he built in the farm 
workshop at Ultima in the Victorian Mallee when he 
was only 19. That experience and a background in 
photography and publishing resulted in a move to 
Castlemaine in 1973 and the establishment of Graffiti 
Publications in 1977. Since then Larry has been the 
publisher of Australian Street Rodding magazine and 
Hot Rodding International and he has written and 
published over 20 books on a range of automotive 
subjects. Amongst those titles is a trio of history 
books on Hot Rodding in Australia, The Good Old 
Aussie Ute and Engineering Street Rods. Larry is also 
the Chairman of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre 
Limited, a not for profit enterprise that is establishing 
a resource centre for the specialist automotive 
industry and hobby. Autoplex Castlemaine will 
occupy a large part of the former Technical School in 
Castlemaine and should be operational early in 2020.

PAPERS

2. Larry O’Toole: 
‘Why is Castlemaine the Hot Rod Centre of the Universe?’
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Abstract
Car rallies have been part of Australian motoring for 
almost 100 years, with possibly the second longest 
running car rally in the world, the Alpine Rally, due to 
celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2021. Despite that 
history, there is no central collation of the history of car 
rallying in Australia.

The Rallypedia project was born from the author’s 40+ 
years participation in car rallying. It aims to provide a 
ready means for rallying enthusiasts to both access and 
contribute to rallying’s history.

The project is initially focussed on Victoria. If 
successful, it is expected that enthusiasts from other 
states may use Rallypedia as the basis for collating the 
history of car rallying in their own state.

The author has obtained the support of 11 other 
Victorian car rally enthusiasts to oversee the project. 
The enthusiast group includes rally competitors and 
organisers who can be both content providers and 
potential site moderators.

After a slow start hindered by the author’s lack of 
technical knowledge, a group of Business IT students 
at RMIT University have taken on the creation of the 
Rallypedia website as a final year project.

The principal objectives of the website are to tell the 
stories of the many people and cars involved in rallying, 
provide historical data about all car rallies in Victoria 
and provide each motorsport club involved in rallying 
with a means to publicise their own history.

One challenge identified has been whether to use the 
wiki format typically used for information compilations, 
noting its weakness incorporating photos, videos and 
audio files, or whether to use another format. The 
decision has been taken to use Wordpress to operate 

the website, with the RMIT students (at the date of 
writing) yet to present how that will achieve the site’s 
objectives. 

Bio
David McKenzie started a science degree at 
Melbourne University in 1971. One of his first actions 
after arriving at campus was to join the Melbourne 
University Car Club. After convincing his father to 
allow him to drive the family Falcon in the MUCC 
Winter Trial that year, he was hooked (although father 
never again allowed the Falcon to be rallied). David 
went on to be a successful rally navigator in Victoria 
while also owning a sequence of rally cars which he 
drove. Today, he principally competes as a driver 
in a 1973 Mitsubishi Galant and is president of the 
Historic Rally Association Inc.

At Melbourne University, David completed a 
BSc (hons) and worked as a geologist with the 
Victorian State Government for almost 10 years. 
By unexpected circumstances, he migrated to 
the financial world and ended up as principal of a 
financial advice practice. Additional qualifications 
gained were a Graduate Diploma in Business 
Administration from Swinburne and a Graduate 
Diploma in Applied Finance from the Securities 
Institute of Australia. He retired from providing 
financial advice in 2011.

In addition to his rallying activities, he now  
sails on classic yachts, is treasurer of the Classic  
Yacht Association of Australia, plays bridge and  
plays bagpipes.

PAPERS

3. David Mackenzie: 
‘Rallypedia – Rally people, their stories and their cars’ 
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Abstract
The proposed presentation and paper is an historic 
case study of a three-minute television commercial 
produced for the Ford Motor Company (FMC) in  
1999  “Global Anthem” was conceive and created 
under the direction of JWT advertising creative director  
Ted Powell, it was one of the biggest, most ambitious 
and expensive automotive advertisements in 
advertising history. 

By 1999 FMC was the world’s most profitable 
automaker, brands under the Ford umbrella included 
Aston Martin, Jaguar, Lincoln, Mazda and Volvo, and 
the company had offices in 200 countries. Ford felt 
this achievement was something to celebrate at the 
closing of the last millennium. The marketing strategy 
was to create a different kind of folklore around Ford 
cars. The commercial wasn’t to focus on traditional 
brand assets of prestige, performance and style but on 
how Ford’s seven brands fitted within the lifestyles of 
their owners, drivers and passengers around the world. 
Global Anthem’ ‘as the word ‘anthem’ implies wasn’t 
a sales pitch but a visual and musical homage to Ford 
customers everywhere. They were to be the brand 
heroes, not the vehicles. It was a strategy unheard  
of in automotive advertising at the time. 

The presenters/authors will draw on previously 
unpublished documentary and archival material, 
including interviews, photographs, film footage, 
anecdotes, scripts and storyboards to illustrate how 
the global human experience of owning and driving a 
car - the joy of motoring - connected with television 
audiences around the world at the end of the last 
century. Retrospectively, the study considers how  
this rare media event helped change FMC’s image  
from “boring old car maker” to a corporation with a 
heart and soul at this particular moment in time.  
See Wikipedia: Ford Global Anthem

Bio
Ted Powell
For twenty years Ted worked as an advertising art 
director and creative director on the Ford Motor 
Company account at J Walter Thompson. As part of 
the FMC Global Business Unit (based in Melbourne, 
Auckland, Taipei, Detroit, London and Bangkok) he 
had various regional creative responsibilities (Ford 
Asia/Pacific and Jaguar UK/Europe). In 1999, he 
was appointed as International Creative Director/ 
senior partner at JWT Detroit and was creatively 
responsible for all Ford Motor Company advertising 
outside North America. Global Anthem was his 
biggest undertaking and an historic milestone for 
agency JWT (See JWT History timeline https://www.
jwt.com/history/) 

Jill Powell PhD
Over twenty years of international experience as 
an advertising art director/designer/writer, creative 
recruiter/talent manager, creative trainer/university 
educator (Australia, New Zealand, UK, USA, Taiwan, 
Thailand), and social researcher. Jill was leader of the 
BA Advertising-Creative and BComm Advertising 
programs at RMIT between 2004-2009. Researched, 
written and published papers/book chapters in 
advertising history, social group behaviour and 
human sustainability. Jill travelled with the production 
crew and documented the year-long Anthem project. 
The 86-page unpublished record The Making of the 
Ford Trustmark Global Anthem is archived in the 
advertising history collection, Rubenstein Library, 
Duke University, NC.

PAPERS

4. Ted and Jill Powell: 
‘Going for a Song’ 
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Abstract
New and innovative design has always been of prime 
importance in the presentation of motor vehicles to 
potential buyers.  Often buildings reflected the design 
attributes of the car to be sold, and the creation of 
this design synergy between vehicle and building 
aimed to create a temple like atmosphere where the 
vehicle could be observed, admired and hopefully sold. 
The high priest of sales was the impeccably dressed 
salesman - the vital point of contact between customer 
and business.  His skill was to succinctly encapsulate 
the salient features and special values of the vehicle, as 
the concluding point at the end of the production line.

“A good deal more for a good deal less” was the 
slogan adopted by my father, a car salesman and motor 
vehicle enthusiast, when he established his used car 
business in Launceston, Tasmania in 1954. While large 
dealers operated out of purpose built showrooms, 
the architectural features of my father’s car yard were 
seasonal plants in concrete pots around the fenced 
outdoor display area.   

My talk focuses on the role of architecture and related 
auto showrooms, the advertising imagery and the 
salesman in selling the automobile in the regional 
Australian city of Launceston. Related material is drawn 
from a diverse cross section of recorded memories, 
photographs, stories and ephemeral materials from 
Launceston automotive dealers in the 20th century. 

Bio
Rhonda Hamilton has a vast understanding of the 
social and cultural history of northern Tasmania 
through her role as Curator, Community History at 
the Queen Victoria Museum from 1988 to 2009. Since 
that time she has worked as a freelance curator on 
a range of projects focussing on her particular areas 
of interest including 20th century Tasmanian cultural 
heritage and photography.  In addition she has 
contributed to volunteer arts and cultural projects in 
Tasmania, Queensland and overseas.

PAPERS

5. Rhonda Hamilton: 
‘A good deal more for a good deal less’ 
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Abstract
How to demonstrate the reliability and suitability of 
the automobile for traveling long distances over rough 
Australian roads? That was the goal of Harry Barton 
James, Dunlop Tyre Company’s advertising manager 
in 1905. James, an enthusiastic motorist, organised a 
motoring challenge in which most of the prominent 
drivers and riders of the day entered to coax, not 
race, their vehicles along the old coach road south and 
compete for a magnificent trophy in Australia’s first 
interstate motor contest from Sydney to Melbourne.

The entrants included Florence Thomson, Australia’s 
foremost lady motorist, and eminent sporting identities 
the James brothers. Aspiring car maker Harley Tarrant, 
millionaire Mark Foy and motor dealer C B Kellow 
were already experienced automobilists but few other 
competitors had expertise in long-distance motoring 
and vehicle maintenance, so they retained professional 
chauffeurs. Their cars and motorcycles ranged from 
the practical and sturdy to several seemingly ill-suited 
to the rigours of the road, yet despite accidents and 
misadventures most crossed the Finish line and showed 
that motor vehicles were a no more a novelty but a 
genuine way to travel. A second Reliability Contest in 
November 1905 saw many of the earlier entrants return 
with better prepared vehicles, though some marathon 
drives were required to determine a winner.

The Contests were held amid growing enthusiasm 
for the automobile and were keenly followed by the 
Australian public, newspapers reported daily results 
and incidents, while whole townships turned out to see 
the vehicles pass by. 

This presentation is based on five years research into 
those enthusiasts, who became our first motor trial 
competitors, their vehicles, the officials, the route and 
the influences the 1905 Reliability Contests had on 
automobiles and motoring in Australia. 

Bio
Jennifer Fawbert learnt to drive in a 1928 Chev and 
has been a regular entrant in historic motoring events 
since 1970, driving her 1930 Nash throughout NSW, 
Victoria and Tasmania, as well as in the 1978 and 
1988 Internationals Rallies.An active vintage car club 
member she has held various leadership roles and 
organised numerous competitive and touring rallies. 
A dedicated researcher and automotive literature 
collector Jenny regularly writes both scholarly and 
popular articles on Australian automotive history.

PAPERS

6. Jenny Fawbert: 
‘Only venturesome drivers are prepared to take valuable cars over  
wretched tracks – the 1905 Dunlop Motor Reliability Contests’.
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Abstract
For over 150 years Geelong has been known as one of 
Australia’s largest manufacturing hubs. In 1925, Ford 
Australia was founded in North Geelong as a subsidiary 
of the American Ford Motor Company. By employing 
large numbers of the local community, often over 
generations within the same family, Ford helped shape 
the collective identity of the city. Moreover, Ford’s ute, 
invented in Geelong in 1934, became an iconic vehicle 
across  Australia. Despite the recent closure of Ford in 
2017, the company retains its design and development 
in Geelong, continuing with its strong presence in the 
region. Ford is one example of an industry to close 
in the region and responding to the general decline 
in manufacturing, in 2017 the city council engaged 
in a rebranding exercise which resulted in the local 
community voting Geelong as a ‘Clever and Creative’ 
city-region. The same year the City of Greater Geelong 
was designated a UNESCO – City of Design. 

Our interdisciplinary team are examining the 
perception of Geelong’s inventions among the local 
community and how digital interpretation of the 
manufacturing and design heritage be used to inform 
the future of post-industrial Geelong. This paper 
discusses preliminary results of the first stage of the 
project; examine the perceptions of local community 
and other stakeholders to identify the importance 
of the manufacturing and design heritage (including 
Ford’s ute) to local and collective identity. Based on 
the results of the social value assessment, we show 
how this will inform the development of a Cross-Reality 
(XR) pop-up museum experience of a Ford ute, utilising 
Virtual Reality, Augmented Reality, 3D printing, and/or 
similar technologies. We aim to understand whether, 
and how, XR heritage experiences can empower the 
local community and be used to create stimulating 
learning environments and resources for museums, 
schools and individuals. 

Bio
Dr Kaja Antlej 
Kaja Antlej is Lecturer in Industrial Design and 
CADET Virtual Reality Lab Researcher – Museums 
and Heritage at the School of Engineering, Deakin 
University, with MSc in Industrial Design (2008) and 
a PhD in Museum and Heritage Studies (2013). Kaja 
has completed Endeavour Fellowship, and been 
involved in several EU (eCultValue, ViMM, DARIAH-
EU UDigiSH) and US projects (NMC Horizon Reports). 
She is one of the leading researchers of The Little L 
Project. Member of ICOM, AMaGA, AAM, Interpret 
Europe, DIA.

Manca Ogrizek 
Manca Ogrizek is PhD candidate, CADET Virtual 
Reality Lab - School of Engineering, Deakin 
University, with Master of Multimedia Design (2015) 
and Master of Information Technology (Software 
Development) (2017). Her interdisciplinary research 
focuses on interaction techniques for 3D User 
Interfaces and the use of immersive technologies 
in a museum context. She is teaching associate 
at Monash Art Design and Architecture (MADA) – 
Monash University.

Dr Steven Cooke
Steven Cooke is a cultural and historical geographer 
who has published widely on issues related to 
heritage, memory and identity, particularly the 
conservation, management, interpretation and 
use of dark or dissonant heritage. He is the course 
director for the Cultural Heritage and Museum 
Studies programs and Associate Head of School 
(International and Partnerships) in the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at Deakin University.

PAPERS

7. Kaja Antlej, Manca Ogrizek, Steven Cooke, Meghan Kelly, Russell Kennedy, Ben Horan: 
‘A Ford ute: digital representation of Geelong’s icon to empower local community’
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Dr Meghan Kelly 
Meghan Kelly, senior lecturer in Communication 
Design at Deakin University, examines identity and 
representation in design practice. She is co-author 
of the award winning Australian and International 
Indigenous Design Charter, a best practice protocol 
document for designers working with Indigenous 
knowledge and co-author of a book examining the 
development of the Kelabit Community Museum 
in the Highlands of Borneo. She is Associate Head 
of School (Teaching and Learning) in School of 
Communication and Creative Arts and a member  
of DIA and ico-D.

Dr Russell Kennedy 
Russell Kennedy, Senior Lecturer - Course Director  
of the Bachelor of Design, Deakin University.  
His PhD (2015) titled, ‘Designing with Indigenous 
Knowledge Protocols for Respectful and Authentic 
Cross-cultural Representation in Communication 
Design Practice’ led to co authorship of the 
Australian and International Indigenous Design 
Charters. A Fellow of the Design Institute of Australia 
(DIA), Kennedy was President of ico-D, International 
Council of Design (2009-2011) and a committee 
member of Geelong’s successful UNESCO City of 
Design application in 2017.

Associate Professor Ben Horan
Ben Horan is the Director of the Centre for Advanced 
Design in Engineering Training (CADET) Virtual 
Reality Laboratory at Deakin University. Ben’s 
research focus is on new methods and techniques 
for advanced human-computer interaction (HCI) in 
particular those involving Virtual Reality (VR) and 
haptic interaction. He is working with a number of 
research collaborators including the University of 
Malaya, and industry partners including General 
Motors (GM) and Melbourne Water.

PROGRAMME
ABSTRACTS + BIOS
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Abstract
When Laurence J Hartnett arrived at GM-H in March 
1934 as Managing Director he gave little thought to 
making his own car. This rapidly changed as Holden’s 
fortunes improved to the point where GM-H, under 
Hartnett’s leadership, would begin planning an all-
Australian car for a 1943 introduction. The war was a 
diversion until the end of 1944 when Hartnett directed 
his engineers back to designing and building a new 
vehicle, one that would carry the name Holden.

Hartnett’s car – Passion or Folly explores Hartnett’s 
dream to produce an automobile he could rightly claim 
as his own. Sadly, for Hartnett, the Holden’s success 
happened after his resignation and Hartnett’s dream 
faltered, then turned into a passion following the 
formation of the Hartnett Motor Company Ltd, a firm 
that ended in tatters. 

The story of the Hartnett car has often been told 
with rumour, inuendo, myth and of conspiracy and 
malpractice. Hartnett’s Car will examine these factors 
to determine if “The Passion” was in reality a “Folly”.

Was the Hartnett car worth the effort and agony? 
Was the design right for Australia? No doubt 
Hartnett would argue, yes but there are dissenters. 
These questions are raised, explored and answered 
considering the competition and market of the era.

Sir Laurence, as time has revealed, was a brilliant 
entrepreneur, an innovator, a motivator who has been 
described as a technocratic brigand, a man who did 
not give up his dream without a fight. His contribution 
to the Australian Automobile Industry is significant and 
the exact circumstances surrounding the Hartnett car’s 
failure is long overdue. Hartnett’s Car – Passion or Folly 
aims to address this oversight.

Bio
Norm Darwin commenced writing in 1968, working 
for the Australian Hot Rodding Review and Australian 
Hot Rod as their Victorian Representative.  After 
1972 Norm contributed to the new magazines 
entering the market. These including Street Machine, 
Rodding World, Custom Rodder, Custom Vans and 
Trucks and Restored Cars.

In 1969 he began working at GM-Holden 
Engineering, progressing to become the company’s 
Sourcing Co-ordinator by 1980. In 1983 his first book, 
The History of Holden Since 1917, was published 
becoming the enthusiasts guide to makes and 
models made by GMA and GM-H. Then followed The 
History of Ford in Australia in 1986. One Hundred 
Years of GM in Australia was self-published by Norm 
& his wife Heather in 2002 followed by Monaro 
Magic and Torana Tough both considered to be the 
best history books on the Holden Monaro and Torana 
vehicles. 

In 2014 Norm was accepted into the RMIT University 
doctoral research program and commenced writing 
a doctoral thesis on early Australian car design. 
The early Australian automobile design history was 
published in January 2018, reflecting the thesis 
with additional illustrations and graphics. Norm was 
awarded a PhD in 2018 and is the second Australian 
automotive historian to gain a Doctorate.

Norm is the Vice President of Automotive Historians 
Australia Inc, a member of the Society of Automobile 
Historians and several automobile clubs.
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8. Norman A Darwin: 
‘Hartnett’s Car – Passion or Folly?’
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Abstract
The National Museum of Australia is an Australian 
Social History Museum that happens to be home to a 
working National Historical Collection of vehicles. As 
Senior Technology Conservator, I will be presenting 
and discussing some of the benefits and trials of being 
custodian of such an important a historic collection of 
vehicles. In detail I will be discussing 
• the types of vehicles in the collection
• the significance of these vehicles
• the methods of care
• the challenges of preserving heritage skills
• The benefit of functionality
• The future of historic technological collections

Bio
I have been working at the National Museum of 
Australia since 2015. My experience has focused on 
seeking a deep understanding of society through 
a mechanical lens. Early roles included working for 
Vespa motor scooter in the USA, and later running 
a vintage Vespa repair shop. I was the site logistics 
and technical manager for Sculpture by the Sea. And 
prior to my role at the National Museum ran my own 
business manufacturing intricate exhibition mounts 
for museum objects.
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The future of function – conservation of the working  
vehicle collection at the national museum of Australia
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Abstract
In 1925, 33-year-old Dolly Crooks purchased a 1908 
Sovereign motorcycle from a neighbour in her home 
town of Launceston. The Sovereign was a Tasmanian 
manufactured motorcycle which was already showing 
its age in the post WW1 era.

When enthusiast Greg Smith recovers the bike, 
in anticipation of restoration, it comes with 
documentation acknowledging Dolly’s previous 
ownership. With restoration completed, a journey 
begins to unearth the unusual story surrounding the 
manufacture and provenance of a unique piece of 
Australian motoring history. This is the story of Dolly 
and the Sovereign. 

Bio
Fiona Lane is an 8th generation Australian descended 
from a motley bunch of highway robbers, arsonists 
and thieves. Despite this dubious background, in 
1993 Fiona graduated the University of Tasmania with 
a Diploma of Applied Science (Air Traffic Control). 
More recently a Diploma of Family History has been 
achieved from the same institution. Fiona has been 
an Air Traffic Controller for more than 25 years, is a 
Life Member of the Genealogical Society of Victoria 
and shares her home with 300 vintage dresses and a 
motoring tragic. 
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Abstract
My 1930 Nash Straight Eight sedan and I have been 
together since September 1968 – when I was fifteen. 
I’ve cared for it, skinned greasy knuckles on it and 
sometimes nursed it home, but never once has the 
sheer joy of driving that big, beautiful car left me. 
We have travelled more than 100,000 miles together, 
often to places and events where being in a vintage 
car gave one unequalled access. I’ve met celebrities, 
and worked on film sets, driven in International Rallies 
and made life-long friends throughout the vintage car 
world.

In what most consider a man’s hobby there are 
numerous women like me driving vintage vehicles, and 
it is not a recent trend, there were women enthusiasts 
in the early vintage car clubs in 1950’s. Unfortunately 
taking the wheel of a vintage car was and is not 
without its knockers if you’re a woman, while they’d 
not comment on a man driving a vintage car many will 
be brashly vocal when it’s a woman. Fortunately, when 
I joined the Vintage Motor Club in 1970, I found a 
group of enthusiasts who were inclusive of women with 
vintage cars. How lucky too was I to enter club motor 
sport when competitive road events were still possible 
and hill climbs and motorkhanas held without arduous 
restrictions. I have been privileged to observe the 
contributions many women in the heritage and historic 
vehicle movement make, from vital committee roles to 
organising rallies, from managing museums to leading 
clubs and peak organisations.

This presentation will cover my experiences in owning, 
restoring, driving and maintaining vintage cars over 
the last fifty years and the opportunities those cars 
have given me. I will also look at what it means to be 
a member of the vintage car club community and a 
woman driving vintage cars.

Bio
Jennifer Fawbert learnt to drive in a 1928 Chev and 
has been a regular entrant in historic motoring events 
since 1970, driving her 1930 Nash throughout NSW, 
Victoria and Tasmania, as well as in the 1978 and 
1988 Internationals Rallies.An active vintage car club 
member she has held various leadership roles and 
organised numerous competitive and touring rallies. 
A dedicated researcher and automotive literature 
collector Jenny regularly writes both scholarly and 
popular articles on Australian automotive history.
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Abstract
She dared to drive is a comparison of the experience 
between iconic female drivers who began racing in 
the 1940s and 1950s and current female drivers. It will 
consist of current and rare archival footage and a panel 
discussion. The four drivers being presented are Jane 
Quinn, Diana Gaze, Dominique Chaleyer and Molly 
Taylor. Jane Quinn raced from the 1950s up until the 
early 2000s. Diana Gaze raced from the late 1940s to 
the early 1990s. This extended legacy of racing will be 
presented by their children Jack Quinn  (Jane Quinn’s 
son) and Catherine Davison (Diana Gaze’s daughter). In 
addition the panel will consist of Dominique Chaleyer, 
a current key historic racer and Molly Taylor, Australian 
rally champion (2016). The presentation will be led by 
Jack Quinn and Michelle Mantsio who will cover the 
socio-political conditions, style of driving and sensation 
of racing as experienced by these women. This will be 
presented through images, footage, anecdotes and 
interviews in a panel discussion format. The legacy of 
these female drivers throughout this extended period 
is testament to the all-encompassing pleasure of 
driving for those who dare. 

Bio
Jack Quinn
Jack Quinn is a driver who has raced since 1993. His 
focus has been historic automotive racing and his 
drives have included pre-war race cars such as the 
Guy Moll/Tazio Nuvolari Grand Prix P3 Alfa Romeo to 
the late 1960s Formula 2 and everything in between. 
He has raced nationally and internationally and has 
had a lifelong exposure to historic automobiles 
through his family’s history.

Michelle Mantsio
Michelle Mantsio is an artist and lecturer. Her 
research specialisations are pattern and the body in 
contemporary art practice. Michelle has exhibited 
throughout Australia and overseas and has studied 
and worked overseas in the UK, Netherlands and 
Greece. She is a member of the writing collective 
Stamm and the Kinomatics Project.

We would like to propose a co-authored paper 
between Jack Quinn and Michelle Mantsio based on 
this presentation.
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‘She dared to drive: four iconic female drivers past to present’
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Abstract
Colin Russell in Conversation - A Life in Motor Sport. 

Colin will talk with AHA Secretary Tony Lupton  
about the challenges and achievements, the 
personalities and the knowledge gained during his life 
in motor sport, along with the importance of handing 
on this knowledge to the next generation of mechanics 
and enthusiasts.

Bio
Colin trained as a motor mechanic and early in his 
career worked for Stan Jones who was then racing 
a Maserati 250F. In the 1960s, Colin became the 
engine builder for Larry Ormsby, helping him achieve 
great success in drag racing. He then went to the 
Ford Works Team under Al Turner’s leadership at 
Ford’s Lot 6. After Howard Marsden took over, Colin 
became the engine builder, putting together the 
winning 1973 Bathurst 1000 engine. His work with 
Ford continued with the Moffat Ford Dealers Team in 
their 1977 Championship year. Colin later went on to 
what he describes as his most fulfilling job, as a TAFE 
teacher passing on his skills to the next generation.
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Abstract
Since the dawn of automobilism, motoring enthusiasts 
have taken pride in the ability to identify and compare 
the relevant specifications of the motor vehicles that 
increasingly plied the urban and rural roadways.  
As generations have passed and as vehicle design  
has become more homogenised, the ability to be able 
to distinguish individual characteristics has diminished 
and became more the realm of dedicated experts  
and restorers. 

However, the formalisation of the historic motoring 
world combined with the development of a more 
connected world, has meant that much of this 
diminishing knowledge base has become more  
readily available and accessible by the next generation 
of enthusiasts.

Oiling the Wheels 3 is a continuation of presentations 
made at the 2016 and 2017 AHA conferences in 
Melbourne and Adelaide and will provide insight into 
a few of the resources and methods available to the 
researcher in assisting in researching historic vehicles.

Bio
Daryl Meek has been actively involved in the historic 
vehicle movement for more than 40 years and is an 
enthusiastic restorer who maintains his own fleet of 
more than 20 vehicles. Most recently, his passion 
has centred on veteran vehicles and early Australian 
motoring history. 

Daryl is a founding member of Automotive Historians 
Australia, a founding and life member of other 
motoring clubs and is the librarian and archivist for 
the Veteran Car Club in Victoria. He is also a delegate 
to the Australasian Motor Museums Association and 
the Australian Historic Motoring Federation. In 2011, 
Daryl established the Shepparton Motor Museum,  
in 2012 drove a single cylinder 1906 Cadillac 
from Perth to Sydney and, since 2013, has been 
the Motoring Interests Manager for the Royal 
Automobile Club of Victoria.
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Abstract
Design to Driveway is a series of four limited edition 
books that celebrate Australia’s rich automotive design 
heritage. They are published and authored by David 
Burrell and commissioned by Shannons Insurance. The 
original concept was to use rare factory images and 
interviews with designers to trace the styling evolution 
of some of Australia’s most popular cars of the 1950s, 
1960s and 1970s - from first sketches through to final 
product. But as he delved deeper into the previously 
secret photographic files and spoke with the designers 
in Australia and the USA, David found something more 
profound. David and GM-Australia Design Manager, 
John Field, share their insights about how the books 
evolved, why GM-Australia supported the books and 
why the books are really about passion, pride and the 
pursuit of a dream.

Bio
John Field 
John was born and raised in Nowra, NSW. He 
commenced as a Designer at Holden in May 1988, 
after completing a Bachelor of Industrial Design 
degree at Canberra College of Advanced Education 
(now Canberra University). He initially worked on the 
VP Commodore and VQ Statesman models, followed 
by the Exterior Design of the VR SWB and LWB major 
facelifts. For the VT Commodore program, John’s 
attention turned to Interior Design, and he saw the 
project through from concept initiation to start of 
production. John subsequently filled an Interior 
Design role on the VY, VE, WM and VF models.  
He currently holds the title of Design Manager  
and contributes to projects for Holden and other  
GM brands.

John is an enthusiast of the Citroën marque and 
recently acquired a BX 16 Valve model.

David Burrell 
David is the author of the Design to Driveway book 
series and the founder of Retroautos.com.au, a free 
online classic cars magazine hosted by Shannons. 
David has a passion for cars and car design. His 
first car was a rusted-out 1961 Vauxhall Velox. His 
daily driver is a Pontiac Firebird. David’s other work 
involves helping organisations identify and develop 
their high potential staff. For 30 years he was an 
executive in a Fortune 500 company, working and 
living in Australia, NZ, Asia, the Americas and the UK.
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Abstract
They won two World F1 Constructors and Drivers Titles
on the trot, from a standing start, in 1966 and 1967 - in
cars driven by Jack Brabham and Denis Hulme. Twelve
months after Denny wrapped up his title in Mexico,
the failure of the quad-cam, 32 valve ‘860’ V8 caused
Repco’s withdrawal from racing. Why did the RB860
fail? Did it fail? The Repco Brabham RB760 and RB860
- the good, the bad and the ugly with an RB850 (the
radial valver) twist.

Bio
Mark Bisset is a life-long motor racing enthusiast with
a single-seater and sports-racer bent. He has owned
and raced FV and FF cars, and for a brief time the
1981 AGP winning Ralt RT4.

By day he runs two Intellectual Property companies
and by night writes primotipo…, an online historic
racing magazine of eclectic inclination.
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